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Batten down the metaphorical hatches, a political
noy'east€r is headed our way.

Hurricane Obama is due to make landing in or
around coastal Maine on Thursday, yes April Fool's
Day, bringing with him high temperatures and
much turbulence.

U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree announced the visit
Friday morning, with a formal White House
arlnouncement following a few hours later. While
details were not known, Pingree said the president
will be addressing heath care and promised more
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There are a litany of words that can be
used to describe the type of bicycles sold
at Josh Cridlefs week-old shop on York
Street.

"Vintage-inspired, European, Dutch.
These are daily chore bikes," said Cridler.

Looking over the chromed-out inventory
of cycles at Portland Velocipede, resplen-
dent with leather accents and century-old
styling the word "fashionable" is inevita-
bly added to the list.

Zipping around town on a road or track
bike is fine for some, but for those who
wants to arrive in one piece, and step from
bike to boardroom in the same outfit, a
Dutch-style city bike can be just the ticket.

Cridler and fiance6 Gillian Kitchings
said the decision to open such a special-
ity shop coincides with a paradigm shift in
how we think about cycling and transpor-
tation in general, a shift that emphasizes
lifestyle and comfort over recreation and
speed.

''The last 20 years have been focused
more on recreation," said Cridler, who has
been repairing bikes for ten years, most
recently at Center Street Cycles in Bruns-
wick. "'What's growing is more of a focus on
'the life bike'," he said.

Cridler said the cycling scene in the 90's
and early 2000's was all about speed. Race
bikes, road bikes, whatever got you there
fastest is what sold. "Now it's more about
enjoying your bike and taking your time,"
said Cridler. Portland Velocipede owners Josh Cridler and Gillian Kitchings saddle up a child-carting bike at their York

Steet shop.The bicycle in the background is a vintage "Boneshaker" or "Pennyfarthing" which the owners
have yet to ride without incident. (MATT D0DGE PH0T0)see BIKES pageT
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